
Getting to know the Data Form Web Part  

Series Information  
This four-part-series will provide an overview of the Data Form Web Part.  It assumes general familiarity 

with SharePoint 2007 and SharePoint Designer. 
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Advanced Data Form Web Parts  
In the first article of this series we introduced the components of a Data Form Web Part.  One of the 

core components of a Data Form Web Part is the XSL which defines how the DFWP will render.  You can 

customize the XSL to change how the DFWP is displayed but before we jump into customizing the XSL 

code ƭŜǘΩǎ take a look at what SharePoint Designer can do for us. 

Conditional Formatting  

Data Form Web Parts support conditional formatting which allows you to apply formatting and visibility 

ǊǳƭŜǎ ǘƻ ƘǘƳƭ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ  ¢ƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƻǊƳŀǘǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘo open the Conditional 

Formatting task pane on a page with a Data Form Web Part.  To open the task pane, open the Common 

Data View Tasks menu by clicking on the caret in the top-right corner of our DFWP and then select 

Conditional Formatting: 

 

Figure 1 ς Opening the Conditional Formatting task pane 

 

You should then see the Conditional Formatting task pane and usually one existing condition: 



 

Figure 2 ς The Conditional Formatting task pane 

 

Note that the create button is disabled because we have not selected an HTML element to apply any 

ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƻǊƳŀǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ /ƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ CƻǊƳŀǘǘƛƴƎ ǊǳƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀ ǘŀōƭŜ ǊƻǿΩǎ 

background color based on the color selected in the list.  First, we need to select a row (ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎƴΩǘ 

always as easy as it sounds).  If you are lucky, you can position the mouse just right to give you the 

option to select a row.  I find it is easier to simply select a cell and then choose select row from the 

menu: 



 

Figure 3 ς Selecting a Table Row 

 

Once you have selected a row you should also see a selected <tr> in the Quick Tag Selector: 

 

Figure 4 ς The Quick Tag Selector 

 

At this point you are ready to add a conditional formatting rule.  Choose create from the Conditional 

Formatting task pane and choose Apply formatting... 



 

Figure 5 ς Opening the Conditional Formatting task pane 

 

bŜȄǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŎŎǳǊ ōȅ ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ  Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŀǇǇƭȅ 

formatting when the Color field is set to Red: 

 

Figure 6 ς Adding Condition Criteria 

 



Now we are presented with the Modify Style dialog.  From here we can define what to do when our 

ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƳŜǘΦ  Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŎƻƭƻǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŘΥ 

 

Figure 7 ς Applying a style to your Conditional Formatting 

 

hƴŎŜ ǿŜ ǇǊŜǎǎ hYΣ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƻǊƳŀǘǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ {ƘŀǊŜtƻƛƴǘ 5ŜǎƛƎƴŜǊΩǎ ƭƛǾŜ ǇǊŜǾƛŜǿΥ 


